Everybody was walling. 5o Tom got our a sheer of paper char he
had wrote the oach on, and read it. It swore every boy w stick e the
band, and never tell any of the secrees; and iF anybody done any-
thing 1w any boy in the band, whichever boy was ondered 1o kill than
person and his family musr do ir, and be mustot ear and he mosom’t
slecp il he had killed chem and hacked & cross in dheir breasts,
which was the ugn of the hand, And nohady thar didn't helong
the band could we that mask, and if be did be st be sucd; and if
he dome it again he must be killed. And i anybody thar belonged o
the basd wld dee seorcts, be must have bis throat cut, and then have
his carcass burnr up and rhe ashes scamered all aroand, and his name
botiod off of the Est with blowd and sever mentionod again by the
gang. but have a curse put on it and he forgoe forever.

Evcrvlanly said o wus o soal besutill sedi, aod sshaed Toen ol bc got i
ouar of his owm hesd. He said, some of i, bor the resr was our of parare-
ok annd pubibrbmuks, and cvory g that was bighewal ad i

S thonght it wauld e goad ro kill the familie of hoye thar mid
U sourcts. Tom said it was a pood idea, o e wok o poncal and
wrore it in. Thea Hen Ropers says:

“Hex's Huck Fusis, lic lamai i ine leseily: what you gois we Jdo
‘b him?®

"W, hain be got a laher?” siys Tom Sawyer

“¥es. he's gor a farher, bur you can't never find him these days. He
usid fo by drask with thie bog in Use anyard, but he bainh boon
woen in rhese pares For § vear or maore,”

Thghﬂdimr.:.nﬂ.tkywugﬂ.glnmkm:ml.m
they said every boy must have 3 family or somebody mo kill, or else it
wonddin'y b Jadr and squaee for dw oddicrs, Well, pobody could dhink
of amything ro do—evervhody was stumped, and ser srill, | was most
ready o ory; but all at onee 1 dhought of 2 way, and so | offered them
Mise Warson—shey could kil her. Fvervhady sid:

Ok, she'll do. Thar's all nghe. Huck can come in.”

Then they all suck a pin in their fingers o ger blood 10 sign with,
and | made my mark on the paper.

“MNow,” syt Ben Rogers, “whar's the line of business of this Gang?”

*Nothing only rebbery and murder,” Tom sid.
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"But wha sre we going 10 mb!—houss, or canle, ar—"

“Suff! sealing carde and such things ain't robbery; s burglary,”
says Tom Sawyer "We ant burglars. Thar ain't no son of soyle. We
are highwaymen. We stop stages and carriages on the read, with
masks on, and kill the people and take thetr warches and money.”

"Musi we always kill ihe people?”

"Cih, cermindy. It's hese. Some anrhorinies think differene, bur mos-
Iy it's comsidered best wo kil dhem—esoept some thay you bring 1w
the cave here. and keep them till they're mansomed.”

"Ransoimed® What's cha®™

"1 don't knew, Bt thar's whar they da. I've seen ir in hanks; and o
of counsc that's what we've got w do,”

“Basr hivwr can we do ir of we don't kenowr whar i is?"

"Wy, blasne it all, we've g o do i Doal [ edl you o e
haoks? [do you want to go ro doing different from whar's in the
buuks, snd pet deings all masdadbod up?”

“Chb, vhar's all very fine ro sy, Thm Sowyer, hir how in the narion
wre tese bdlows going w be rmnsomsed U we don't know bow w do i
o themZ—shar's the rhing | wanr m per ar. Now, whar do you reck-
odl il s

“Well, | don's know. Bur per'aps f we keep them ol dhey're ran-
sanpicd, 8 mscusm Lt we boop deein ull deeyve deud. ™

“MNemwe, rhar's somerhing ke, Thar'll anewer, Why couldn’s you sasid
that befon We'll kecp them ull theyne mosomed 1w dath; and a
barhersame lar they'll he., mon—earing up everything, and abways rry-
iy W pot hevsc.”

"Hovw you ralk, Hen Rogers. How can they ger loose when therels a
guard over dhem, reudy 1o shoot them down il they move a peg?”

“A puard! Well, dhar 1S good. So somehody’s por o ser wp all nighr
aml never get any slecp, st 3o as to wasch them. | thank thai’s fool-
ishness, Why cant a body rake a dub and ransom them as soon as
they et heee?”

“Because it ainT in the books so—rhar’s why. Now, Ben Rogers, do
you want o do things regular, or don't youd—that’s the sdea. Dont
vou reckon thar the people thar made the books knows whar's the
correct thing w do? Do you reckon yow can bearn “em anyvthing? Not
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